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General Pershing into Mexico. He did this reluctantly
and without any idea of protecting American interests
in Mexico, or forcing sane government upon the country.
Mexico, Wilson insisted, must work out her own sal-
vation, and Pershing's task was simply to hunt down
and punish the bandits who had raided American
territory. This policy of Wilson's was unpopular in the
United States, and to make matters worse, Pershing's
efforts to bring the bandits to book met with little suc-
cess. Secure in their knowledge of the mountain trails,
Villa and his followers eluded all efforts to capture
them, and at last, in January, 1917, the American
troops were withdrawn from Mexico without having
effected any definite improvement in the situation.

In the meantime an event of much more concern
to the whole world had occurred, the outbreak of the
first World War on August 4, 1914. At first large num-
bers of people in the United States took little but a
passing interest in the conflict. It was no concern of
theirs, they argued, and anyway, as far as they could
see, one side was as bad as the other, so let them fight it
out between themselves if they must fight. This was a
state of mind that people in Britain found it very diffi-
cult to understand. Germany had broken her pledged
word. Her armies had invaded Belgium, thereby
breaking her promise to respect the neutrality of that
little country, while Britain, honouring her obligations,
had immediately declared war on the aggressor. Surely
there could be no two views on the right and wrong of
such a situation? Germany was so clearly out for power
and conquest. Britain and France were so plainly